
With the Transportation Security Administration - otherwise 

known as TSA - catching a lot of flak lately over allegations of 

downright physical and emotional abuse, it behooves us to take a 

look at Airport Security and to try and understand 

its importance and relevancy 
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With the Transportation Security 
Administration - otherwise known as 
TSA - catching a lot of flak lately over 
allegations of downright physical and 
emotional abuse, it behooves us to 
take a look at Airport Security and to 
try and understand its importance and 
relevancy 

It's not hard to comprehend the 
importance of airport security when 
one takes into consideration the 
amount of commercial airline traffic 








that is in the skies over the US each 
and every day. Believe it or not, there 
are over thirty thousand flights in the 
skies over the US on a daily basis. 
Since this figure is from 2004, it is safe 
to assume that there is even more traf- 
fic in the skies. WM 

While Osama Bin Laden may be 
dead, this doesn't make airport secu- 
rity any less relevant; Osama was just 
one element of a terrorist organiza- 
tion. While his presence is no longer 




that is in the skies over the US each 
and every day. Believe it or not, there 
are over thirty thousand flights in the 
skies over the US on a daily basis. 
Since this figure is from 2004, it is safe 
to assume that there is even more 
traffic in the skies. 

So how do we take control and 
make our airports more secure? The 
answer to this is not easy and ten 
years after America suffered its worse 
terrorist attack in history there is still 




no concrete answer. Ideally, an airport 
security system will have multiple 
layers and it will also perform multiple 
functions. 

When dissecting an airports 
security system, it is important to note 
that the TSA is just one component of 
a multifunctional, multilayered secu- 
rity system. An airport's security 
system is multifunctional in that there 
are many things that must be checked 
and checked again. Not only are 




passengers scrutinized, but luggage is 
also gone over with a fine toothed 
comb, as are the airplanes themselves. 

Not only are airport's security 
systems multifunctional, they are also 
multilayered. At a minimum, passen- 
gers are checked three times: they are 
first checked at the check in counter, 
then again by TSA and finally they are 
checked again as they board the plane. 
Luggage is also scrutinized in much 
the same manner. In reality, an 





airport's security system is comprised 
of every person they employ so long as 
they are alert and report anything out 
of the ordinary 

Another layer of security is that 
airports have access zones, where only 
certain individuals have access to 
certain zones. For instance, baggage 
checkers wont have access to zones 
that maintenance crews have access to 
and vice-versa. There are many ways to 
implement such a system, but one 





such way is via HID access cards. 





HID access cards are cards that 
have been preprogrammed to grant or 
deny access to certain zones. While 
this can take some thought, zones can 
be setup simply by equipping a door to 
unlock when an employee has an 
HID access card with the appropriate 
clearance. Though easily rectified, if 




an employee s HID access card is not 

programmed properly, it can prevent 
them from accessing their predeter- 
mined zone. 
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As generations have passed, more 
and more modes of transportation 
have come to being. It was not that 
long ago where boats and stage coach 
were the preferred method of 
transportation; now, we can choose 
from any of the following means of 
transportation: car, bus, train, plane, 
boat, subway, etc. While the methods 
of transportation have increased, so 
has the number of passengers who are 
in need of transportation; and with 
that, so has the need for one to look 





out for their own personal safety when 
traveling. 

Safe and secure travel is not some- 
thing to be taken lightly; in this day 
and age, especially overseas, the 
unexpected can happen at any 
moment. Should you choose to take 
the following tips into consideration; 
the affects of an unexpected incident 
can be dampened. H|| 

No matter how you choose to 
travel, one of the keys to ensuring 




personal safety is to be aware of your 
surroundings at all times. As trivial as 
this may seem, this point cannot be 
underscored enough; never assume 
that your immediate surroundings are 



secure. 



In being aware of your 
surroundings, you need to know who 
you are travelling with and know 
where they are at all times; it is equally 
important to know who is not in your 
side. 





Another key to ensuring ones 
personal safety is to know where you 
are going and to act like it. People of ill 
repute tend to prey on the week and 
this includes those who are lost; there- 
fore, it is crucial that, when you are 
traveling, those who surround you are 
acutely aware of the fact that you are 
not lost. In putting this to practice, 
never put yourself in a position where 
you can become lost. 



Be prepared. The Boy Scout's motto 








has never been more applicable then 
here and now. While it is true that you 
will never be able to prepare for every- 
thing, it doesn't hurt to brainstorm 
before commencing your travel plans 
and attempt to accommodate the 
unexpected. An easy way to be 
prepared is to pack extra clothes; you 
never know when that airplane toilet 
may backfire on you! Another easy way 
to prepare is to make sure that you 
have a backup funding source that is 
readily accessible from anywhere in 




the world. Alternatively, you could also 
pick up some travel insurance. 

In preparing for the unexpected, 
be aware of what you are bringing 
with you and be able to recognize 
immediately when something is 
missing. The sooner you can report an 
item s absence the greater the odds of 
that item being returned to you. If you 
are bringing many valuables with you 
on your trip, you may wish to consider 
purchasing an ID printer . 




A zebra printer is an ID printer 

that prints out bar codes which you 
can then affix to your valuables. If 
you plan on becoming an avid traveler, 
an ID printer ought to be one your 
first investments in personal safety 



and security 





A critical component of disaster 
preparedness is an emergency plan. As 
you contemplate your upcoming 
travels, have an emergency plan for 
everything. While you dont need to 
have this plan drawn up before hand, 
it is definitely something that needs to 
be at the forefront of your mind and 
something that you need to be 
thinking about on a daily basis as you 



vacation. 








Travel safe ! 



For more information 

about HID access cards 

and id printer , 



please check out 
www.safecardid.com 






